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November 17, 1899 2038 

for New York ; bark Triumpho, Portuguese, for New Orleaiis. Septem- 
ber 20, steamship Cyprian Prince, British, for New York. 

Bespectfully, W. Havelburg, M. D., 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. S. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

XT. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Sanitary state of Bio de Janeiro — Plague in Asuncion, Paraguay. 

Bio de Janeiro, Octobers, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit to you the official sanitary reports 
for the weeks ended September 15 and 22 : 

During the week ended September 15 there were 293 deaths, a 
decrease of 14 as compared with the foregoing week ; 9 deaths from 
accesso pernicioso, an increase of 6 ; 1 death from yellow fever, the 
same as before ; 45 deaths from smallpox, a decrease of 14 ; 2 deaths 
from typhoid fever, a decrease of 1 ; 1 death from measles, none before ; 
1 death from beriberi, none before, and 42 deaths from tuberculosis, a 
decrease of 9. 

During the week ended September 22 there were 321 deaths from all 
causes, an increase of 28 as compared with the foregoing week : Ten 
deaths from accesso pernicioso, an increase of 1 ; 4 deaths from yellow 
fever, an increase of 3 ; 84 deaths from smallpox, an increase of 39 ; 1 
death from typhoid fever, a decrease of 1 ; 1 death from measles, the 
same as before ; 1 death from beriberi, the same as before, and 53 deaths 
from tuberculosis, an increase of 11. 

Smallpox epidemic. 

The smallpox epidemic, that at the present time prevails in the city 
of Eio de Janeiro, has increased considerably. The number of cases is 
much greater than is shown by the official statements. For the last few 
weeks there were reported 55, 66, 71, 109, 116, 136, 139, 129 cases, and 
29, 34, 33, 42, 46, 59, 45, 84 deaths. The number of cases in the special 
smallpox hospital has been, during the last week, over 400. The mor- 
tality varies between 30 to 40 per cent. 

Plague at Asuncion. 

To the danger that exists for Brazil of the spreading'of the plague 
from Portugal has now been added that which threatens from Asuncion 
in Paraguay, not far from the frontier of Brazil, where the appearance 
of the plague is officially proved. According to an edict of September 
21, the ports of Paraguay, both those of the Paraguay Eiver and those 
of the Parana Eiver, have been declared infected and the admission of 
ships that come from those ports into Brazilian ports is interdicted. 
The same refers to ships that arrive from ports of the State of Matto 
Grosso and have touched at Paraguayan ports. Before being admitted 
into Brazilian ports those ships have to go to the quarantine station at 
Una Grande. Ships arriving from ports of the State of Matto Grosso or 
bound thereto are obliged to arrange official documents, issued by the 
military maritime authorities, in regard to passengers and cargo, and 
they may then effect reladings at Corrientes, instead of at Asuncion, 
with agreement of the Argentine Government. The physician who is 
charged to convey the respective ships during the quarantine on the 
Paraguay Eiver is at the same time sanitary inspector and obliged to 
give the necessary information to the sanitary authorities. 



